the invasion of albania, april 13, 1939
The second main step which, it seems to me, we should take,
and which I cannot but feel that the Government are taking, is
the promotion of unity in the Balkans, The four Balkan States
and Turkey are an immense combination. If they stand together,
they are safe. They have only to stand together to be safe. They
will save their populations from the horrors of another war and,
by their massive stabilising force, they may well play a decisive
part in averting a general catastrophe. If they allow themselves
to be divided, if they depart at all from the simple principle of
" The Balkans for the Balkan peoples," they will renew the horrible
experiences which tore and devastated every single one of them in
the Great War, and the Balkan Wars which preceded the Great
War. I am quite sure that His Majesty's Government are doing
their utmost to further the self-protective union of these States.
The arrangements that have been made with Greece and Turkey
are, of course, only the first step. The Prime Minister announced
a new step to-day—the guarantee that has been offered to Rumania*
But these steps, although highly important and beneficial and
sound and wise in all the circumstances into which we have come,
will not by themselves save the Balkans from another drenching
dose of misery and ruin.
The arrangements which we are told have been made between
Rumania and Turkey are also highly beneficial, and they are a
step towards safety for both countries, but I submit that an
arrangement between Rumania and Bulgaria is vital if the safety
of the Balkans is to be secured. I well remember, more than a
quarter of a century ago, being at the Admiralty and reading all
the telegrams about the first Balkan War in 1912—the valiant
effort of Bulgaria, the terrible losses that they suffered, the great
courage of their troops, and then how by exorbitant demands,
beyond what was reasonable, they drew upon themselves the
malice of their two allies and suffered the most terrible tragedy of
defeat and partition at the close of that war. You may say there
were faults on both sides, but the curse of what was done then
carried its consequences to every State throughout the Balkans
during the Great War. It seems to me, since Rumania is receiving
the support of the Western Powers, and other Balkan States,
there is very strong ground upon which she may be pressed to
do her utmost to reach an amicable settlement with Bulgaria.
That alone will knit up the entire structure of that part of the
world and keep it free from the storm of war and, by keeping
it free, perhaps influence the course of much, larger matters
outside,
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